Brief Critique of the Entries for the Italy Photo Competition
	Name 
	Title 
	 Critique

	Julia Bradshaw
	Giardini di Boboli – Firenze
	Perfect exposure bringing out the colours of the sculpture. Appropriate cropping so that the subject fills the frame. Pin-sharp throughout the image. No distractions. An excellent record shot. But – does it flag up ‘Italy’ to the viewer?....really needs something to make it clear that the photograph typifies Italy. 

	Lisa Traynor
	Tempio a Tivoli
	Night time photography can be difficult but the photographer has handled this well. The image shows the architectural features of the temple very well. Good exposure and the image is sharp. Rather yellow – but this is probably the response of the camera to the floodlights that are used to illuminate the building. A good rendition of a typical first century Roman temple

	Karen Askham
	Le Cinque Terre
	Excellent exposure on a very sunny day – the blue of the sky is lovely and the colours in the buildings are showm to very good effect. The sheer rock faces highlight how precarious the houses are. A pity that the sea could not have been shown at the base of the cliffs to show the location of the buildings. But a very good image never-the-less and a strong contender 

	Shelagh Uden
	Lago Maggiore
	A lovely idea to frame the view through an arch – but there is too much of the wall and the ivy around the arch and not enough of the view....what does the viewer really want to look at....grey stones and vegetation or the lake? Also – look at what else is in the picture ....do you really want to show some  crumpled plastic sheeting, a plastic box and a broom(?). Zooming in or moving closer to the arch would have created a great perspective and a nice image. There is potential here because the exposure of the view is good.

	Lydia Pears
	Venezia
	Santa Maria della Salute viewed from across the Grand Canal is a lovely view. The two gondolas provide a splash of red and lead us towards the church. The image could be improved by cropping to a portrait format by removing the left hand and right hand thirds: the canopy on the left and the wooden pile on the right are a distraction. A higher vantage point would have stopped the more distant piles from partially obscuring the view of the church. Exposure is handled quite well as it is a very sunny day. Good potential here – but concentrate on what you are really trying to show....don’t try to include too much – less is more.

	Ralph Williams
	Etna
	What a splendid view of Etna with sprinkling of snow highlighting the structure of the volcano! – presumably from the aircraft taking off/landing at Catania. Excellent exposure if it is taken through an aeroplane window – well done. The image would be much improved by cropping to a ‘letter box’ crop....no need for all that sky, beautifully blue as it is. And crop some off the bottom of the picture – the sunlit roofs draw the eye away from the volcano – your main focus. With cropping this would be a strong contender – Italy has the only classically shaped volcanoes in Europe.

	Kay Brennan
	Firenze
	What a lovely silhouette of the Florentine skyline at sunset. The colours in the sky go from blue to yellow. The image might have been improved by having a little more to the left of the photo – the tower only just manages to stay in the image. The towers and domes are typical of many Italian towns and cities and you did well to find a viewpoint which encompassed the Florence rooftops.

	Paul Brennan
	Il Palio a Siena
	An excellent image which really captures the movement, excitement and crowds in the Piazza del Campo during the Palio. The monochrome rendition works very well. The depth of field focuses the eye on the waving flags with the foreground and background being slightly blurred – very clever. Well done. (Any horses anywhere!)

	Dawn Hosker
	Siena
	A well-composed photograph with the Torre del Mangia ‘holding the image in’ on the right. The reds of the Sienese buildings contrast nicely with the greens of the more distance views of the countryside and the darker mountains on the skyline. Unfortunately the image is slightly blurry and hazy  - otherwise this would have been a strong contender

	Ben Turner
	Martina Franca Puglia
	A great image with the wet street leading the viewer towards the piazza. The composition is very good with the typically southern Italian buildings framing the view into the middle distance. Nicely exposed throughout the image. The presence of people enhances the scene. The reflections on the pavement add interest but the highlight which really makes this image stand out are the brightly coloured umbrellas at first floor level. How lovely!!

	Ashley Earnshaw
	Opera in Taormina
	Photography of outdoor events at night time can be difficult but the photographer has handled this scene well. It is well composed with the orchestra pit in the lower left corner and the stage at a nice angle (much better than straight across). The blues and oranges on the ancient walls contrast with the clean white lines of the stage set. A pity that the performers are mostly facing away – but you can’t do anything about that. How fortunate that you were in Taormina when the Greek theatre was staging the opera.  

	Jane Earnshaw
	Capri
	A well composed image with Malcesine Lago di Gardaforeground interest with the balustrade and planter. Then a spectacular view over the boat-filled bay towards the craggy headland – very typical of Capri. The strong sunlight and the high angle of the sun tend to ‘flatten’ the image and make it a little hazy. A slight darkening and increasing the contrast would improve the photograph. A very good effort  - well done.

	Andrew Booth
	Malcesine Lago di Garda
	A well composed image with foreground interest with the flowers and a diagonal lead-in with the path. The town on the low headland lies on  the upper third and the buildings are sharp and sunlit. In the far distance the mountains complete the view. The flowers and path are perhaps rather too dominant – crop out half the flowers on the right and crop out the path at the bottom of the image. A strong contender capturing the essence of the lake district area of northern Italy.

	Elizabeth Buczko
	Tutti Fruitti!
	A fun image with jewel-like colours of the dried/candied fruit. Well exposed and in sharp focus. The price tag indicates a Eurozone location....but not specifically Italy...a pity that there wasn’t a label in Italian. Never-the-less, a very good photograph 

	Janet Abbott
	Il Ponte Vecchio Firenze
	A great photograph with excellent framing – the zig-zag roof leads the eye towards the Ponte Vecchio itself and the river and riverside buildings on the opposite side lead diagonally into the distance with hints of the Apeninnes in the far distance. The image is sharp throughout and the exposure is spot-on with colour and detail in the sky. One of the best images in the entry. Well done.

	Beverley Macmillan
	Lake Como
	A pleasing image showing typical northern Italian buildings – and trees. Rather too ‘busy’ – there needs to be a focal point otherwise the eye darts around the photograph trying to find the main point. Perhaps moving a little to the right and looking along the path would have given you a diagonal leading line towards one of the houses. A little over-exposed too. 

	Claire Cope
	Burano
	A classic view of the pretty canal-side buildings. The wet pavements add attractive reflections. Unfortunately the image is over-exposed resulting in a white sky and pale buildings – point your camera downwards when there is a very bright sky and the automatic exposure will cope better. Also, try and position yourself such that the canal is aligned diagonally from (in this image) bottom left towards top right – gives a better balance to the scene....just move a little further to your right on the bridge. 

	Mark Rafferty
	
	A Fiat CinqueCento under an ornate street light – a nice idea and a good attempt at portraying something so Italian. The car is very tightly cropped (perhaps there were other cars parked close and you didn’t want them in the picture) and the car is very dark. It would have helped if the buildings behind had been more obviously Italian. 

	Nina Boyd
	Malaspina Castle Verrucola
	A well-composed image showing the imposing castle towering over the town and the river valley. The river leads us into the picture and on the bridge there is a human figure. Unfortunately the photograph is over-exposed and the sky is completely burnt out. A shame because this would otherwise have been a strong contender.

	Sandra Giblin
	Trulli Alberobello
	The trulli of Alberobello are very photogenic and this photograph shows a typical view in the town with the conical roofs. It was taken in harsh bright light and this has resulted in a rather hazy sheen. The bottom of the image should be cropped as there is too much road – this detracts from the picture – don’t include anything that doesn’t add to the image. Human interest is good – but try to include the whole person – the man on the left is not complete. 

	Sheryl Miccoli
	Venezia
	An excellent example of sunset photography – and in such a photogenic location. The beautiful sky is reflected in the Grand Canal and the Chiesa di San Simeone Piccolo ‘holds the image in’ on the left whilst the moorings in the lower right provide foreground interest. The Grand Canal leads us into the image. There is sufficient light to provide detail in the buildings but the overall impression is of a silhouette effect. The bright lights of the shop fronts on the left margin draw the eye – these could be darkened with photo-editing software and would improve the image. One of the best entries in the competition – well done

	Sophie Hinchliffe
	Como
	An atmospheric image with the sun setting behind the distant mountains. There is just enough light to pick out the town and the end of the lake. The tree on the right nicely ‘holds in’ the image helping to frame the scene. Unfortunately the photograph is blurry – probably because it was getting so dark when it was taken. It could be improved by cropping a strip off the top and bottom of the image as the grey sky and the lower part of the foreground hillside – these areas add nothing to the picture. A good attempt.

	Steven Archer
	Untitled
	A great idea to take a picture though a typical Italian (Tuscan/Emiglia-Romano?) shop window. Hams, cheeses, salami, salads, this photograph shouts ‘Italy’. Unfortunately the quality of the image is very pixelated  - otherwise this would be a strong contender. In addition, try not to cut people in half

	Diana Brown
	Venezia
	An example of Street Photography  - and Venice during Carnevale is a great place to take such photographs. A good grouping of three costumed characters, two of them having eye contact with the photographer. Bright winter sunshine illuminates the scene including the Venetian buildings in the background. It is a pity that the bright red scarf of the lady to the right draws the eye away from the primary characters. If possible try to crop out anything that detracts from the scene. A good attempt to illustrate a scene which is typically Italian/Venetian

	Dionne Swift
	Colledimezza
	A lovely picture of a typical Italian hilltop town. The buildings spill down the hillside in a very picturesque manner. In the background there are woods, fields and a mountain ridge. The image is well composed, nicely lit and is sharp throughout. A strong contender. Well done.

	Maggie Lowe
	Untitled
	A lovely image of a brightly lit fruit and vegetable stall at night. The colours are lovely. The lights are a bit distracting – always a problem with night photography – cropping out the left margin would remove one of the lights. Unfortunately there is nothing to tell us that it is Italy – getting closer in so that the price labels could be read might help to show that you are in Italy.

	Julie Holberry
	Il Duomo Firenze
	A beautifully lit image – excellent exposure with the bright blue sky in the background. Perfect focussing shows the architectural details of the Duomo. The image is very tightly cropped but this does not detract – rather, it concentrates attention on the detailing on the building. A strong contender – well done.

	Petia North
	Dolomites
	A lovely view of the setting/rising sun catching the distinctive peaks of The Dolomites. Is it taken from an aircraft or from a neighbouring peak? The image is sharp and beautifully lit. The snow accentuates the rugged rock faces. The photograph would be improved by cropping off the top quarter....that expanse of sky doesn’t add anything to the scene and a ‘letter-box’ crop would be appropriate for this scene. An excellent image – well done.

	Marisa Andresco
	Verona
	A nice photograph of a typical northern Italian piazza. Brighter lighting would have brought out the colours in the stalls and would have highlighted the architectural details of the buildings – the dull light tends to ‘flatten’ the image. The fountain is cut off at its base – try to include the feature in its entirety in a photograph like this. A good record of your visit to Verona.

	Catherine Morris
	Alberobello
	A very good image of the trulli rooftops. The close cropping highlights the distinctive shape of the roofs – unique to this area of Italy. The photograph appears to be a bit hazy – perhaps something to do with the angle of the sun? It would benefit from increasing the contrast – something that can be done with photo-editing software. 

	Steve Jessop
	In finale perfetto per una giornata perfetta!
	A great image which captures the satisfied feeling at the end of an Italian meal al fresco in a lovely setting. Plenty of evidence that it is an Italian meal especially the water jug and the limoncello. The photograph is rather too tightly cropped – it would have been nice to see all of the limoncello bottle and the coffee cups. On a technical note, using a large aperture (small f number) would have blurred the background whilst leaving the table top sharp – then the eye would not stray towards the people in the background – but the background would never-the-less indicate the location of the meal.


